Assassinations Panel Cost May 
Limit Future Select Committees 
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WASHINGTON — The House Assas- 
sinations Committee, conducting the 
most expensive congressional investiga- 
tion in history, is spending more than 
$200,000 a month on staff alone. 

Records show salaries of employes 
will account for almost $4.1 million of the 
committee’s two-year, $5.3 million budg- 
et by the time the panel completes its 
work in December. 

The high costs of probing into the 
deaths of President John F. Kennedy and 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. have led to 
congressional demands for controls on 
the creation of “select” committees to 
conduct such special investigations. 

The committee was created last year 
in response to twin pressures. Conspira- 
cy buffs, who believe Lee Harvey Os- 
wald did not act alone, lobbied exten- 
sively for a new investigation of the 
Kennedy killing. They were joined by the 
House Black Caucus, which demanded a 
probe of King’s murder. 

“If we have learned an3ithing from 
this, we ought to look very carefully in 
the future before we create any other 
select committees to reinvent the 
wheel,” Rep. Robert E. Badham (R- 
Calif.) said. 

“Select” committees are created to 
conduct special investigations outside the 
regular House committee structure. They 
often duplicate work being done by 
existing congressional committees. No 
regular committee was looking into the 
King and Kennedy murders, however. 

In addition to $4.1 million for salaries, 
the A.ssassinations Committee plans to 
spend another $594,000 on travel before 
its work is completed. 

In contrast, scientific consultants and 
special studies being conducted on con- 
tract for the committee will cost only 
$335,000 during the entire two-year peri- 
od, according to the budget records. 

The committee staff, which now num- 
bers al»ut 85 persons, had a peak payroll 
of 118 in June. At that time it rivaled the 
largest committee staffs in the House, in- 
cluding those of the Apprc^riations 
Committee, which handles all Federal 


spending programs, and the Ways and 
Means Committee, which handles all tax 
and Social Security legislation. 

The House Intelligence Committee, 
which is supposed to oversee the entire 
U.S. intelligence program — including 
covert “cloak and dagger” operations 
around the globe — operates with a staff 
of about 25. 

Head of the Assassinations Committee 
staff is G. Robert Blakey, a Cornell 
University law professor. He is paid $47,- 
500 a year. Twenty-three other commit- 
tee aides make $30,000 a year or more, 
according to House salary records. 

Witnesses — ranging from James Earl 
Ray, King’s convicted killer, to Oswald’s 
widow — will cost taxpayers $113,000 by 
the time the two-year investigation is 
finished. Their paid expenses include 
travel, room and bo^ while appearing 
before the committee or its staff. 

The budget records show funds spent 
on special scientific tests have not pro- 
duced decisive results. The committee 
turned a tape recording of a police 
broadcast made while Kennedy was 
being shot over to a specialist in accous- 
tical studies. 

The expert testified the tape may in- 
clude the sound of a fourth shot — or 
that it may noL He said he was only “50 
per cent sure” after prolonged study. 

That contract cost taxpayers $60,000, 
according to the committee’s records. 



